
Cyclone Yasi  
At Midnight on Thursday 3rd February 2011, Cyclone Yasi hit land on Mission beach on the coast of 
Queensland. Yasi caused devastation along the coast of Queensland, from Cairns to Ayr, leaving behind 
damage to the flora and fauna as well as the built environment: homes, businesses and vehicles. A natural 
disaster, a natural destructive force that impacts on the people and their environment in that area, like 
Cyclone Yasi can cause billions worth of damage.  

Tropical Cyclones  

Tropical Cyclones are low pressure systems that develop over warm 
tropical waters and can be extremely destructive to communities in 
which they hit. If a tropical cyclone does hit land and cause such 
effects on a community then it is then classified a natural disaster 
rather than a hazard.  

According to Bureau of Meteorology Australia, a tropical cyclone is defined as “ a non-frontal low pressure 
system of synoptic scale developing over warm waters having organised convection and a maximum mean 
wind speed of 34 knots or greater extending more than half-way around near the centre and persisting for at 
least six hours”. But for a tropical cyclone to develop the ocean’s surface temperature must be above 26.5°c 
and be within 15°c of the equator (although can then travel below or above this).  

The Cause and Development 

Cyclone Yasi was a tropical cyclone that first started to develop in Fiji before moving in a westward direction 
towards the Queensland coast developing as it moved across the warm tropical waters. Yasi started out as a 
tropical storm offs the North-West coast of Fiji on the 29th of January, but as it intensified during it 
movement towards the Australian coast it became a category 1 cyclone on the 30th. This intensification was 
due to the main source of energy for tropical cyclone being the warm tropical waters (over 26.5°c) and the 
low pressure systems found in tropical waters such as in the Pacific Ocean.  

Yasi then continued to intensify to category 2 at 10am and a category 3 by 4pm on the 31st of January. Yet by 
7pm on the 1st of February Yasi took a west-southwest direction and accelerated towards the Queensland 
Coast, and earning a category 4 rating. Yasi advanced to a category 5 cyclone at 4 am on the 2nd and hit land 
at Mission Beach of the Queensland coast between midnight and 1am on the 3rd of February 2011. Due to 
the strength and size Yasi’s system was the core stayed strong as it moved across the land causing damaging 
winds and rain. Yasi finally weakened to a tropical low near Mount Isa at around 10pm 

The below map shows the path in which Yasi took before dying down in central Queensland. 

 

 

 



Areas affected by Cyclone Yasi: 

Landfall: Mission Beach 

Exact Location: 17° 52′ 9.71″ S, 146° 6′ 24.6″ E 

Altitude: 10 m (33 ft) above water level 

Distance from Major Cities:  

• 1590 km from Brisbane 
• 138 km from Cairns  
• 235 km from Townsville 

Downfall: Mount Isa 

Exact Location: 20° 44′ 0″ S, 139° 30′ 0″ E 

Altitude: 356 m (1 168 ft) above sea level 

Distance from Major Cities: 

• 1830 km NW of Brisbane 
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This Air Pressure Graph shows how quickly the air pressure dropped when Cyclone Yasi passed over 
Clump Point Weather Station. (Cyclone Yasi effect the environment - short term) 

Relationships  

The relationship between Yasi and the tropical climate was key to the development of the cyclone. 
This is due to how the warm water found in tropical regions and the high winds are the main causes 
of tropical cyclone, and therefore a cause of cyclone Yasi. Landforms also influenced the downfall of 
Yasi as it weaken as it travelled across the land and as the land elevated, it decrease even more until 
it reached a tropical storm.  

Changes 

Social  

During Cyclone Yasi many people were evacuated around the regions 
in which Yasi hit. These regions run from the Cairns to Ayr, places in 
which cyclone Yasi affect afterwards as well. The after effects include 
entire community being destructed; homes, schools and shops. 
Therefore returning to homes was difficult for resident of the area in 
which Yasi hit hard. A community such as Mission Beach, which was 
heavily hit due to the fact the cyclone, was a category 5 when it hit, 
was heavily strained due to the clean up and re-builds involved. Yet 
many communities came together through sharing the traumatic 



experience of Yasi.  

But even more than community coming 
together, the larger Australian community came 
together to help these communities.  

Environmental   

Cyclone Yasi caused serious damage to the 
environment in the regions surrounding where it 
affected. It brought floods and high winds which 

caused disaster both in town and for the farmers. As well as for those who buy or import crops from 
this region of Queensland. The banana plantations are an example of how Yasi affected the 
environment. It wiped out the banana crops in Northern 
Queensland in which are the supply for 90% of 
Australia’s bananas. This caused major problems for the 
banana farmers in this region but also for importers and 
whole sale markets. As well as the Australian market for 
bananas because due to how low the supply was 
banana hit prices as high as $25 per kg. The cyclone also 
had this affect on the sugar industry because 1/3 of 
Australia’s sugar is produced in these regions.  

Economics 

Economically, Yasi was Australia most expensive 
natural disaster ever, estimated to cost over $5 
Billion by the end of recovery. This is when you 
take into account the damage to the 
communities physically through the buildings 
and infrastructure but also due to the impact in 
which it had on the agricultural industry. Yet 
there are also cost to people personally, losing 
businesses and homes and have to rebuild but 
for some it was too expensive to go back. 

Responses  

Government 

The Australian Government offered much assistance to the recovery in communities affected by 
Yasi. This included financial assistance that included:  

 The Disaster Income Recovery Subsidy (DIRS) 

 Ex gratia payment for New Zealanders affected by flooding 

 The Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment (AGDRP) 

 Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA) 

http://www.disasterassist.gov.au/www/disasterassist/disasterassist.nsf/Page/Currentdisasters_CycloneYasi#dirs�
http://www.disasterassist.gov.au/www/disasterassist/disasterassist.nsf/Page/Currentdisasters_CycloneYasi#exgratia�
http://www.disasterassist.gov.au/www/disasterassist/disasterassist.nsf/Page/Currentdisasters_CycloneYasi#agdrp�
http://www.disasterassist.gov.au/www/disasterassist/disasterassist.nsf/Page/Currentdisasters_CycloneYasi#ndrra�


 

In total so far the Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment as at midnight 27 January 2012 

has granted 273,944 claims, which total $309,790,800 paid to these claims. While the Disaster 

Income Recovery Subsidy as at midnight 27 January 2012 has granted 5,689 claims which totals 

$8,021,655 paid to these claims.  

The Australian Defence force also sent i5 1500 personnel to help in the clean up phase of recovery.  

 

ADRA Australia 

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) Australia has committed $50,000 to support 

those affected by the devastating Cyclone Yasi. ADRA also sent in as an initial response staff to the 

area to help in the recovery they then added this $50, 000 financial supports to ensure that those 

affected had instant access to necessary supplies.  

 
So, although Cyclone Yasi was a natural disaster that effect some many people it also help in bringing 

together communities and the wider Australian community for some many got involved and help 

out those who had just lost so much. Natural disasters are just that, disasters but they also bring 

nations together because how we can relate to the victims and therefore they become natural 

nation savers, bring us together.  
 

 

 

 

 


